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waste of time and temper. We may follow the form of expression which 
Jesus used, if we care to do so; or we may adopt a terminology which 
better expresses at the present time the essential thought which he had, 
namely, that men are made to love and obey God; that it rests with them 
to choose between love and obedience, or estrangement and disobedience; 
that when they are loving and obedient they fulfil their sonship. Of course, 
God must deal with disobedient sons in the way fitted to their attitude 
toward him. The analogy of the family is complete here : the child may 
be loving and obedient, or unloving and disobedient; the parent necessarily 
assumes an attitude toward the child corresponding to that of the child 
toward the parent; the unloving and disobedient child must be treated in 
such a way as to bring him into love and obedience. So God varies his 
treatment of men for their highest good. 

The spirit of Dr. Shute's book is passionate, the argument is dialectical. 
The preface states that the substance of the book was read before a body 
of Methodist ministers in Chicago, and that "it was severely criticised by 
preachers who are not supposed to entertain loose notions on the funda- 
mentals of Christianity." The reason why, it is clear to see. The book 
does not approach the problems involved with a religious aim or a profound 
insight. It stumbles over terminology; it is absorbed with formal logic; 
it is anxious to defend the narrow theological conception as against the 
deep and comprehensive view of God which Jesus gave. 

C. W. V. 



Old Testament Manual ; Notes on New Testament Lessons ; Won- 
der Stories from the Gospels. By Fredekica Beard. Chicago : 

Winona Publishing Co., 1903. Respectively, pp. 139, $0.75; 
pp. 68, $0.40; pp. 80. $0.25. 

The first of these books is a manual for teachers of children from seven 
to ten years old, and is prepared on the basis of Dr. R. G. Moulton's 
little book of Bible Stories {Old Testament), which is to be placed in the 
hands of the children as a text-book. The second book here noticed is a 
similar manual for teach rs of children nine or ten years old, in whose 
hands the Wonder Stories arranged by the same author serves ;s a text- 
book. The latter contains nothing but the simple Scripture narrative in 
the Authorized, Revised, or Twentieth Century version, with omissions 
and without Bible references. It would be a good book for young children 
to read or hear at home in place of the Bible itself. 

The following good points might be summarized to the credit of this 
series: It substitutes neat and substantially bound text-books for the 



BOOK REVIEWS 397 

vulgar lesson papers so commonly used. It attempts, with fair success, 
a grading of Scripture selections according to the age of the pupils, though 
the editor has felt obliged to follow the unfortunate tradition of beginning 
with creation, devoting three lessons to that adult subject. The series 
presents a commendable variety of treatment in successive lessons, a unity 
of theme in many lessons, though not in all, and a good emphasis upon 
manual work. An excellent service has been rendered in the references 
to suitable pictures in the several series of cheap prints, for the enrichment 
of the work-books which the children are encouraged to prepare for them- 
selves. In many cases they are asked to draw original pictures, and 
without sufficient help. For example, at the end of the first lesson, on the 
creation of light, firmament, and water, we have this: "Distribute pencils 
and papers, and let the children draw whatever they wish that is told in 
these verses." 

This is a part of the chief defects of these books, namely, a lack of 
specific directions for doing the work suggested. A teacher who has not 
either a thorough normal training or unusual native resources will be at a 
loss to carry out the author's methods in the class. There is no attempt 
at directions for the work of the children at home except occasicnal sug- 
gestions for memorizing. Only in very few cases do we find the sugges- 
tion: "Have the text-books taken home the previous Sunday, and the 
story studied." This policy is defended by saying: "In day-school pri- 
mary grades they are not expected to study at home." But in day school 
there are twenty-five hours each week for study and recitation against 
thirty minutes in the Sunday school. We should have to dissent at every 
point from this policy of no home study. It is probable that most children 
of the ages proposed would find the writing out of the story in class, as 
well as the drawing, too difficult for them; and a larger proportion of oral 
work in telling and retelling the stories would be advantageous. 

This series again raises the question of the advisability of separate 
manuals for teachers and pupils — a question which needs much fuller dis- 
cussion than it has received. These books, with Miss Beard's earlier 
Kindergarten Sunday School, form a welcome addition to our meager 
stock of Sunday-school text-books of permanent character. 

William J. Mutch. 

New Haven, Conn. 



